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Waste management has acquired priory significance in the
environmental protection policy as one of the instruments for
sustainable use of natural resources. In fact, waste means lost
materials and energy and it shows how efficiently the public
uses resources, stock and materials. From 2000 until 2003
the legislation in the waste sector has been harmonised in
conformity with the requirements of the European Union
(EU) environmental legislation. The main directions in the
waste management are the development of a common waste
registration system, development of a payment system for
waste management services, the guarantee of conditions that
promote the processing of municipal waste, the construction
of landfills for household waste and the development of
system for the collection of hazardous waste. 

Unfortunately the growth rate of the waste volume exceeds
the growth rate of the gross domestic product in many natio-
nal countries (in the EU 10% and 6.5% respectively). There-

fore it is very difficult to plan and manage waste and material
flows in a sustainable manner. As a result, many of the EU
targets in the waste sector which were set in the EU Fifth
Environmental Action Programme were not reached /1, 2/.

Problems with successful implementation of the waste policy
in the European Union, as well as the prominent trend of the
waste volume (both industrial and municipal) increase in the
EU candidate countries emphasises the need to implement
the regional waste management plans in the time limits
specified and to full extent.

Data on hazardous waste in Latvia have been collected and
compiled since 1997 but data on municipal waste since
2001. Until then the waste volume was determined on the
basis of separate pilot projects implemented in the biggest
cities in the middle of 90-ies and on the basis of the
assessment and forecasts by waste management experts.
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In recent years the volume of hazardous waste generated in
Latvia is decreasing. To a great extent it has been influenced
by the legislative changes in the waste sector, particularly, by
setting strict criteria for waste classification (for example, the
classification of the amount of sewage sludge in hazardous
waste, also classification of many other problematic wastes
has been significantly changed).

Development of a hazardous waste management system is
one of the preconditions for Latvia's accession to the EU. On
the basis of the results of the environmental impact assess-
ment procedure, it is planned to install a hazardous waste
incineration plant with capacity of 2000 tons per year and to
construct a landfill for hazardous waste disposal (designed
capacity - 180 thousand tons). The hazardous waste incine-

14.1. Generated volume of hazardous waste
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ration plant has to commence its operation already in 2003.
It is intended to create 4-6 special hazardous waste collec-
tion stations at the largest industrial centres. In co-operation
with local governments it is planned to create collection
points of the hazardous waste generated in households
which would be easily accessible to the population.

Due to the limited treatment, processing and liquidation
capacity at the end of 2001 a great amount (1.41 million
tons) of this waste had accumulated which was stored within
the territories of the undertakings (waste generators) (in 2000
- 1.45 million tons). Figure 14.1.2 shows those economic
sectors which generate most hazardous waste.

Municipal waste is all that waste that is not classified as
hazardous to human health in accordance with the
legislation and regulatory enactments that are currently in
force. It is both waste that is created in households, in trading
(waste from shops, markets), in offices and institutions, in the
tending and maintenance of gardens and parks as well as a
majority of waste from agriculture, industry, construction and
many other economic sectors. In accordance with data from
the national statistical review regarding municipal waste 'Nr.
3-SA', 911,73 thousand tonnes of waste was buried at
landfills in 2001. The burial of municipal waste at landfills is
currently the most common form (around 99%) form of
waste disposal in Latvia. Since currently only around 60% of
inhabitants are provided for by and utilise the services of
waste management organisations /5/, then the quantity of all

the mixed municipal waste (including waste from
manufacturing) that is created may be determined by
utilising statistical methods of determination and could fall
within the parameters of 340-380 kg/inhabitant. As a result
of the fact that data regarding municipal waste that is the
result of nation-wide surveying has only been collected and
collated since 2001, a certain level of caution should be
applied in the interpretation and utilisation of this data. By
way of an introduction and comparison, we present the data
collated by the European Environment Agency regarding the
situation in regard to the waste created in some of the EU
candidate countries in comparison to the corresponding
average indicators in EU member states and candidate
countries.  

As a result of the implementation of the regional waste
management plans, the number of small waste dumps has
significantly decreased: whereas 558 waste dumps were in
operation in 1998, then in 2001 there remained only 252. In
accordance with the 'National Waste Management Plan for
2003-2012' by 2009 10-12 large municipal waste landfills
must be established with simultaneous closure down all the
dumps /8/. 

Due to a lack of data, it is not currently possible to make
conclusions and to assess Latvia's situation in the area of
waste. However, the basis for actual comparison has already
been created. Of course, timely implementation of the State
waste management strategy and the developed plans will be
of great significance in further data reliability and quality
increase.

14.2. Generated volume of municipal waste

14.3. Used packaging 

The share of used packaging in the generated volume of
municipal waste is rapidly increasing. In accordance with
data from the Packaging Institute, in 1998 the level of used
packaging reached 117.9 tons whereas 128.7 thousand tons
of used packaging in 2000 were generated. These data cover
only a small part of the packaging waste /6, 7/. As regards the
used packaging and municipal waste in general, their
insufficient treatment capacity has to be emphasised, as well
as the non-existing or inefficient used packaging collection
systems the modernisation of which and implementation of
new systems is foreseen in the near future until 2007. The
most significant targets and development indicators are set
out in Cabinet Regulation No139, 'Regulations Regarding
Volumes and Time Periods for Recovery of Packaging Waste,
Procedures for Submission of Reports and Model Forms of
Reports':

Creation and maintenance of a packaging flow database,

50% recovery and at least 15% processing level of the
total used packaging,

Introduction of efficient used packaging collection system
in Latvia as a whole and in each municipality,

Development of glass recovery and recycling capacity up
to 19,000 tons per year,

Development of polymer treatment capacity up to 6,700
tons per year, 

Further development of paper and paperboard recovery
and recycling capacity up to 35,000 tons per year,

Development of metal recovery and treatment capacity
up to 2,200 tons per year, 
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The amount of materials separated from waste for treatment
or reuse is small. It is determined by the low demand for
certain types of materials and the underdeveloped market.
Comparatively good marketing outlets are for non-ferrous
and ferrous scrap metal which normally does not reach
landfills. In 2001 for processing of some types of waste (glass,
plastic, tyres) the Latvian Environmental Protection Fund has
paid subsidies in the amount of 0.6 million LVL but for
processing of hazardous waste (batteries, fluorescent lamps)
1 million LVL .
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Attainment of the following packaging reuse levels: for
glass - 17%, for polymers - 11%, for wood - 8%.

Taking into account the above set of measures and the GDP
growth, the forecast indicates that in 2007 the amount of
used packaging in Latvia could reach 76 kg per capita.

14.4. Waste treated


