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The economy of the State and the mobility of its inhabitants
are dependent upon the quality and efficiency of the
transport system (infrastructure and services). Special
attention is paid in the State to the promotion of the carriage
of transit, as well as the development of transit corridors and
the integration processes into the Pan European transport
system.

Transport policy is directed to the development of a transport
infrastructure that preserves the environment and is safe, as
well as ensuring a sustainable, harmonised and complex
transport system for the freight and passengers turnover by
inland and international traffic.

The access to main transport trunk roads and development
centres is an essential pre-condition both for the economic
activities of the inhabitants and for attracting potential
investors. In order to significantly improve accessibility to the
furthest corners of the territory of the State, the efficient
movement of people and goods and to promote social
equality, it is necessary to establish an integrated transport
system. To achieve this goal it is necessary to ensure the
reconstruction and development of motor roads and city
streets, including the asphalting of existing gravel roads;
development of the public transport infrastructure; and to
facilitate the modal split.

22.  Transport

Indicators
22.1. Value added of the transport sector
22.2. Number of employees and labour 

productivity of the transport sector
22.3. Eco-efficiency of transport
22.4. Traffic intensity
22.5. Number of passenger cars
22.6. Freight turnover
22.7. Passenger turnover

The quantity of services in the transport and communications
sector has increased by 39.3% since 1995 (Fig. 22.1.1),
however the proportion of the sector in the total value-
added has remained stable between 15-17%.

The volume of transport services in 2001 exceeded the level
of the previous year by 9.5%. Growth in last few years (1995-
2001) has been fairly significant - an average of 5.7% per
year. Years of rapid growth (1996 and 2001) interchange with
moderate growth years. The growth of the transport sector
has been determined by the development of transit services,
which are associated with the export of Russian oil products
through Latvian ports.

22.1. Value added of the transport sector
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The number of employees in the sector has decreased by 6%
since 1995 (Fig. 22.2.1) and comprise 8% of all employed
persons. Labour productivity is one of the highest among all
the sectors, and since 1995 has increased by 49% and
comprises 8.3 thousand LVL per employee per year.

The eco-efficiency indicators allow the analysis of the sector's
development in relation to the efficiency of the utilisation of
natural resources and the environmental pollution created.
The growth in freight turnover has influenced not only the
consumption of energy resources, but also the growth in
valued-added (Fig. 22.3.1). 

Since 1995 the consumption of energy resources in transport
has increased by 59% and comprises 24% of the total
consumption of energy resources. However, this increase has
not been continuous. Since 1997 the consumption of energy
resources for carriage by railway has increased by 4%. On the
other hand, carriage by air has decreased by 11%, while
motor transport has remained practically unchanged. The
volume of trading in petrol containing lead has significantly
decreased. In 1997 a differentiated excise tax on fuel, but
since 1999 trading in fuels that contain a lead content greater
than 0.15 g/l has not been permitted. By 2004 there will be a
full transfer to trading in non-leaded fuel.

Since 1998 the number of motor cars with gas engines
(including petrol and gas) has increased many times. In 2001
they comprised 1.3% of passenger cars, 2.2% of goods
vehicles and 2.8% of motor busses of the total number. The
consumption of gas in motor transport in this period has
increased 6 times.

There has been a comparatively steady growth in cargo
turnover by rail (by 45%) and almost 3 times by road
transport. During the corresponding period of time, passenger
turnover by rail has decreased by 44% but increased by 26%

by road. 

The air polluting substances created by transport in 2001
comprised greenhouse gases 23% (Fig. 8.1.3), nitrogen oxide
58%, non-methane volatile organic compounds 31% and
sulphur dioxide 16% of the total volume (Fig. 10.1.5).

Notwithstanding the increase in the intensity of traffic, up to
2000 a decreasing trend in the emission of air polluting
substances created by transport was observed. This indicated
the decoupling of the growth of the sector (value added) from
pollution of the environment. However, in 2001 emissions
have a rising trend.

22.2. Number of employees and labour productivity of the transport sector

Transport Infrastructure

The capacity of the transport infrastructure is significantly
larger than required in order to solely provide for Latvia’s
internal needs and basically service the flow of cargo transit in
the east-west direction. Nearly 80% of the freight turnover by
railways as well as about 60% of carriage by motor transport
from and to ports is made up of carriage of transit goods. 90%
of cargo handled at all the large ports is transit cargo. 

The total density of motor roads is 92 km/100 km2, but the
State motor road density – 31 km/100 km2. Asphalt covers

only 39% of State motor roads and 13% of local government
roads and streets. The state of the motor roads is
unsatisfactory and continues to deteriorate. In spite of the fact
that a considerable amount of repair work is conducted
annually in order to ensure satisfactory condition of roads, at
the beginning of 2002 about ½ of asphalt and 1/3 of gravelled
state roads, as well as ½ of all bridges were in a poor
condition. 

The total length of railway is 2413 km, of which 257 km is
electrified. The railway density is 37.4 km per 1000 km2,

22.3. Eco-efficiency of transport
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which is a comparatively high indicator in comparison to the
average density of the EU 15 Member States of 48.4% per
1000 km2. Due to a poor technical condition of tracks in
certain routes the speed of train movement speed is restricted
and in some places, the traffic capacity of the tracks is
insufficient.
In 2001, the railways ensured 73% of cargo turnover and 21%
of passenger turnover. However, the volume of passenger
carriage is decreasing, routes with low passenger flow are
being closed in individual track sections taking into account
the poor technical condition of both tracks and rolling stock
that does not comply with the quality standards set out for the
organisation of the passenger carriage. 
Latvia has three big ports (Ventspils, Rîga and Liepâja) and

seven small ports (Salacgrîva, Skulte, Lielupe, Engure,
Mçrsrags, Roja, Pâvilosta). The total cargo turnover in Latvian
ports was 57 million tonnes in 2001. In the big ports 90% of
the total turnover is transit cargo, which is one of the highest
indicators in comparison with other ports in the Baltic Sea
region. 
The main advantage of Latvian ports is their favourable
geographical location. A comparatively well developed
transport infrastructure forms one of the shortest,
economically advantageous transit corridors between Eastern
and Western markets. The small ports have to be modernised,
it is necessary to develop an infrastructure for yacht tourism,
and it is also necessary to modernise systems, which ensure
navigation safety.

22.4. Traffic intensity 

Figure 22.4.1.Daily average traffic intensity on State main motor roads
2001
Source: Latvian Road Administration 
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The intensity of traffic on the main roads is increasing by 3-
5% per year, especially in the vicinity of Riga. The capacity of
State main roads and Riga main streets is sufficient, however
in many places it is approaching the maximum possible. The
intensity of Riga trunk motor streets fluctuates from several
thousand motor vehicles per 24 hours to 60 thousand on the
busy sections. On the State main motor roads at the entrance
to Riga - from 10 to 20 thousand motor vehicles per 24 hours

(Fig. 22.4.1.) The increase on the intensity of traffic in the
secondary motor road network is less, which is determined
by the slower growth in economic activity in Latvia's rural
areas.

At this time it is not possible to widely use bicycles because
the density of bicycle paths in the State is insignificant - 0.05
km/km2.

The increase in the traffic intensity is largely linked to an
increase in the number of cars (Fig. 22.5.1). It should be
noted that the proportion of passenger cars older than 11
years made up 87% of the total number in 2001. Moreover,
the number of brand-new cars makes up only 2% of the
total. 

22.5. Number of passenger cars

Indicators utilised in the analysis of transport activities:

- Cargo and passenger traffic is determined on the basis of
actual volume of cargo carried (tonnes) or number of
sold passenger tickets,

- Freight turnover in tonneskilometres is calculated by
summing the products of the weight of each batch of
cargo carried (tonnes) and distance carried (kilometres),

- Passenger turnover in passengerkilometres is calculated
by multiplying the number of passengers by the average
distance carried.

The operating indicators of railway activities have improved
(Fig. 22.6.1). In 2001, actual freight carried was 37.9 million
tonnes of which 4/5 was transit cargo. In comparison to the
year 2000, the freight turnover increased by 6.5%. 

Since 1995, there has also been a rapid increase in the
volume and turnover of freight transported by road (32.3
million tonnes in 2001). In 2001, freight turnover increased
by 12% mainly on the back of an increase in the volume of
international carriage has increased. 

Freight turnover in ports continues to increase and in 2001 it
was 9.8% higher than in 2000. A significant proportion of the
freight structure is formed by oil and oil products (60%),
which reached 32.6 million tonnes, fertilisers (6.5 million
tonnes) and wood (6.1 million tonnes). The amount of freight
received in Latvian ports has remained at the previous level.
In terms of freight received, sugar has been dominant (more
than ¼ of the total amount of freight received). In the small

ports mainly the unloading of fish and the loading of wood
takes place, and they also serve as yacht berths. The volume
of transhipped cargo in these ports is not large - only 1.5% of
the transhipments in Latvian ports, however they have an
important role in regional development.

In comparison to the previous year, in 2001 27% more oil
and 13% more oil products were transported through the
trunk pipelines.

22.6. Freight turnover
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Statistical information is only available for railways, regular
scheduled busses and air passenger transports. For a
complete characterisation of the situation research is
required for passenger cars, carriage by bicycle, as the
distances travelled on foot. Passengers turnover for most
types of transport in 2001 has increased (Fig. 22.7.1). Only
15% of means of transport utilised in the public
transportation system (mainly electric transport) may be
regarded as equipped with environmentally friendly
technology.

Since 1990, the number of passengers carried by rail has
regularly decreased and only in 2001 did it start to increase
having reached 20 million passengers or 11% more than in
2000 were carried, and it is expected that this trend will
continue. Passenger turnover has somewhat decreased (by

1.2%). Passengers turnover causes losses for the railways,
which need to be covered from the profits gained from the
freight turnover. A critical situation has arisen, as the train
stock is not being renewed.

Regular scheduled busses carry out 70% of passengers
turnover within the territory of the State. The number of
passengers carried in comparison to 2000 has increased by
2%. City regular scheduled busses carry the largest share
(73%) of passengers. On the other hand passenger turnover
has decreased by 2%. The total number of regular scheduled
bus routes has increased. Most are district routes. Bus traffic
on rural area routes with small passenger flows is ensured by
subsidising regular passengers turnover by buses in rural
areas. With the assistance of subsidies also renewal of the
regular scheduled bus stocks is partly resolved.

In 2001, the number of passengers carried by city electric
transport, in comparison with 2000, has decreased by 2%.

The possibilities for passenger services in Latvian ports have
not been fully utilised to date because passenger ferry traffic
is weak and irregular. In 2001, 16% less passengers arrived
and departed from Riga passenger port than in 2000.

In comparison to the previous year, the number of
passengers carried by air has increased by 10%, but as the
average flying distance per passenger has decreased,
passenger turnover has still decreased by 4%. Taking into
account an optimum network of roads and railways in the
State, the continued development of the air transport will
aimed at international passenger transportation.

Transport policy 

The requirements of EU directives have been included in
national legislation with respect to the carriage of hazardous
cargo by motor roads and railways in the territory of the State
and international carriage, regarding the development of a
unified railway system, as well as regarding annual technical
examinations of means of transport. Requirements regarding
fuels are determined by Cabinet Regulation No. 332 of 26
September 2000, Regulations regarding Petrol and Diesel
Fuel Conformity Assessment.

Main strategic documents

National Transport Development Programme 1996-2010

Economic Programme for the Pre-accession to the EU 

National Road Traffic Safety Programme 

Rural Roads Development Programme

Concept on the Formation of the Unified Network Agency

State Programme for the Development of Bicycle Transport 

Air Transport Policy (1999-2004)

In the implementation of the environmental policy of the
VAS "Latvijas Dzelzcelš" [State stock company "Latvian
Railways"], priority is given to measures which provide

material and resource economies, reduce or rectify the
discharge of pollutants at their place of origin, ensure
movement safety and fire safety, as well as the inventorising,
supervision and conservation of polluted territories. Special
attention is paid to the education and training of employees
in issues of environmental protection. 
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22.7. Passengers turnover


