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Households are the least economic unit of society and to a
great extent they represent both the development of national
economy and social situation and problems of inhabitants.
Human welfare mainly depends on an appropriate dwelling
in his or her property or use and provision thereof with
appropriate facilities. Overpopulation of the dwelling,
unhealthy living environment and conditions of low comfort
in the apartment are risk factors that to a great extent may
disturb the harmony of a human and household. Therefore it

is important to clarify whether the living space is sufficient
and qualitative water and heating is available.

The task of household income is not only to ensure
satisfaction of a regular consumption, but also to create
preconditions for household welfare in future investing funds
in education of children, forming reserves for satisfaction of
subsequent needs. The situation is not favourable if the
essential expenditure - for food, maintenance of the
apartment - dominates in household budgets.
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Human welfare mainly depends on an appropriate dwelling
(an apartment or a residential house) in his or her property
or use and provision there of with appropriate utilities.
Overpopulation of the dwelling, bad or even unhealthy living
environment and conditions of low comfort in the apartment
are risk factors that to a great extent may disturb the harmony
of a person and household, his or her family life and
upbringing of children, it may affect health.

At the end of 2001, dwelling stock was 53.5 million m2 of
total area. About two thirds of the whole dwelling stock are
located in urban territory, but one third - in rural territory. In
Rîga City the dwelling stock comprises 16.2 million m2 of
total area or 30% of the dwelling stock of Latvia. One of the
main characteristic indicators of the dwelling stock is the total
area of living space on average per one resident. In 1990 it
was 19.2 m2, in 2000 - 22.6 m2, in 2001 - 22.8 m2. Total area
of living space per one resident slightly increases, but to a
great extent it depends only on the decrease of number of
residents according to the summary of Population Census
results.

Compared with the European Union States, total average
area of a dwelling in Latvia is by about 30-50 m2 less. The
dwelling stock of the referred to states mainly has 4-5 room

dwellings, in Latvia 1-2 room apartments (73% of all
apartments in 2000), also the amenity level of the dwelling
stock is behind.

By analysing the data obtained in Population Census it is
clear that households with larger number of member have
worse living conditions in a dwelling, and with current
economic development trends, this situations will not change
in near future.

26.1. Average living space per capita 
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During the last years the disposable income of population has
increased in Latvian. But the increase was not gradual, and
the income at the disposal has mainly increased in urban
areas. A gap between urban and rural population, differences
among regions, in particular between Rîga region and others,
have increased. In rural areas, the raise of income is
inconsiderable not getting ahead the increase of consumption
prices, where with the purchasing power of rural population
has decreased. When comparing income of different social

groups according to the social status of the main breadwinner,
it is obvious that the income is higher in households of entre-
preneurs and other self-employed persons than in households
of farmers and persons engaged in paid employment.

Household budgets consist of two sources of income - wages
and salaries and social transfers (pensions, benefits). The role
of wages and salaries in household income gradually raises in
the State, but net income from agricultural production
decreases. A small proportion is formed by net income from
private entrepreneurial activities and trade. Income at the
disposal of households consists not only of cash income, but
also of material benefits in kind that are received for
consumption needs from small households without a charge,
from other households (relatives, friends, etc.), as well as from
a work place or different institutions (local governments,
humanitarian aid, etc.). Both in urban and rural areas such
part of income increases that is received in cash, but natural
part of income decreases. The indicators - average income
per a household member - is related to the increase rates of
the gross domestic product. In the last years it has increased
by 5.2% on average per year. In Latvia in 2000, GDP per
capita, calculated in purchase ability parity units according to
Eurostat data, was only 29% of the average GDP of European
Union.

26.2. Average income per a household member per month

Improvement of dwelling is closely related to an urbanisation
level. Commodity level is significantly lower in rural areas. In
Aizkraukle and Preiïi region only 92.2%, in Valmiera region
92.5%, in Madona region 92.9% of population live in
dwellings with electricity. The highest proportion of dwellings
provided with electricity is in Ventspils - 99.9%, Rîga and
Rçzekne - 99.8%. According to the results of the Population
Census in 2000, compared with 1989, the proportion of
such dwellings the inhabitants of which have water supplied
has raised. At present there are 83.2% of such dwellings
compared with 79% in 1989. At the same time almost 25
thousand of population residing in houses with more than 10
apartments do not have water supply. Compared with 1989,
in 2000 the proportion of population whose dwellings are
provided with a bath or a shower has increased by 3.3%.
There is a trend of the dwelling stock to improve, because
the facility level is high in the newly build housings.

26.3. Provision of population by amenities of dwelling 
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Consumption expenditure and structure thereof is one of the
indicators, which characterises quite precisely not only the
consumption priorities, but also the level of satisfaction of
needs of the society. At a low consumption expenditure level
the proportion of expenditure for food is high, but high con-
sumption expenditure allow to ensure multilateral satisfac-
tion of consumption needs dedicating a comparatively small
part of such expenditure to food.  

Contemporary statistics considers it proven that low standard
of living is characterised by a high proportion of expenditure
for food that is higher than 40-50% of aggregate amount of
consumption expenditure. If in developed states food
expenditure comprise 20-30% of household consumption
expenditure, in 2000 in Latvia expenditure for food
comprised 37.5% of all consumption expenditure, as shown
by the data of household budget survey. Household
consumption expenditure on average in State calculating per
one household member were LVL 63.84 a month.

Expenditure for an apartment and maintenance there of
have become one of the largest household expenditure.
These expenditure stand in the second position in the
household budget after the food expenditure. Priority of
such expenditure in household budgets is higher than
expenditure for purchase of clothing, footwear and transport
expenditure.

Expenditure for maintenance of the apartment in household
budgets has increased from approximately 3% in 1990 to
17% in 2000. The basis of that is the rapid increase of prices
for apartment maintenance expenditure. In all households

the main consumption priorities are expenditure for food
(38%) and expenditure for housing and public utilities (17%).
The third priority is transport expenditure (7.7%). In Latvia
more than 55% of the family budget is used for covering
expenditures for food and apartment maintenance, but in
European Union states this indicator is significantly lower -
38%.

26.4. Structure of household consumption expenditure

Energy consumption in households in relation to all final
energy consumption has a tendency to increase. By increase
of average income and standard of living of population
additional electric appliances, cars are acquired that cause
additional demand for energy resources. Industrial
development takes place concurrently in all sectors that do
not require much energy resources and do not cause radical
increase of power-intensity. 

Survey of 1996 on consumption of energy resources shows
that 78% of all energy consumption were used for housing
heating, 9% - for hot water, 9% - for food preparation and
4% - by electric appliances. Electricity consumption in
electric appliances comprised 83% of total electricity
consumption in households. In 1996, total expenditure for
energy resources in the State per one household was LVL
184, but in urban areas it was LVL 213, in rural areas - LVL
120. It indicates that total expenditure for energy resources
in households in urban areas is almost twice as much as in
rural households. This trend has been maintained also in
2002 and at present economic development trends it will last
in after years.

Proportion of energy consumption for housing heating has a

tendency to decrease, because households invest a part of
their funds in heat insulation of housings (heat insulation of
outer walls, replacement of old windows by double glass
windows), as well as in acquisition of more economic central
heating boilers. Number and variety of electric appliances
have a tendency to increase that causes the increase of
energy utilisation in households.

26.5. Energy consumption in households
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26.6. Quality of drinking water

Figure 26.6.2. Proportion of samples non-conforming to requirements
according to microbiological  indicators in central water supply system
in 1999-2001
Source: Public Health Agency

Figure 26.6.1. Proportion of samples non-conforming to requirements
according to chemical indicators in central water supply system in
1999-2001
Source: Public Health Agency
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Qualitative drinking water is a significant precondition to
human health. Drinking water quality in Latvia is assessed
according to the Cabinet of Ministers Regulations No. 63 on
Compulsory Requirements for Safe Drinking Water (1999).
Compared with the previous year, in 2001 the quality of
drinking water in the central water supply system has
improved in total. Non-conformity in the State according
chemical indicators has reduced from 58% to 49.5%, but
according to microbiological indicators - from 6.5% to 5.5%.
Quality of drinking water in towns usually is better. The best
quality of drinking water is in Riga region.

Non-conformity according to chemical indicators is related
to naturally high ferric ion concentration, also to the non-
conformity according to turbidness and colour indicators, in
individual cases also according to concentration of
ammonium ions. It does not cause hazard to human health
and it is not necessary to take immediate measures to
prevent that. However, all inhabitants shall be gradually
provided with the quality of water conforming to all
parameters. It may be facilitated by installation of additional
deironing equipment, as well as by improvement of bad
technical state of water supply system. Old water pipes
change the organoleptic features of water (smell, taste,
colour, turbidness), and they are also a pollution source and
do not ensure bacteriological purity of water. Non-
conformity of drinking water quality according to
microbiological parameters is higher in samples taken in the
distribution network (6%) than in samples taken before the
distribution network (3.9%). According to microbiological
parameters the non-conformity has been determined mainly
after the number of coli bacteria.

There is a lack of information regarding water quality in
individual water supply. Individual investigations often show
a low water quality in shallow wells with bad sanitary
situation in the surrounding area. 

It is provided that the proportion of qualitative drinking
water available to inhabitants will increase with investments
financial funds in the water supply sector.
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